we know abour this story. Rediker reminds
us that the story of the rransAtlantic slave
tade and of the instwudon of slavery
is extremely complicated. Likewise, the
Amistad story is much more complex than
how it has been presented in the past.
What was lefr our in previous accounts
were the stories of the Africans who made
it happen in the first place, and this book
shifrs the focus away from the white man
as the hero of the Amisiad incident to the
Africans who worked collectively to save
themselves. It is a fascinating piece of this
important story, one told from the ship’s
hold up to the deck rather than from the
Supreme Court down to the jail cell.
Marrin PERRY
Falmouth, Massachuserts

The Kissing Sailor: The Mystery Bebind
the Photo that Fnded Word War I by
Lawrence Verria and George Galdorisi
(Naval Institute Press, Annapolis, MD,
2012, 207pp, illus, ndtes, biblio, index,
18BN 978-1-6125-1127-6; $23,95he)

They still watk among us, contend au-
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thors Verria and Galdorisi, the sailor and
“nurse” who were captured by the “Father
of Photojournalism,” Alfred Eisenstadr,
on V-] Day, 1945,

The authors come on strong from
the seart, confidently stating that chey can
prove the identities of the subjects, whose
names were not recorded ar the moment
the photograph was taken. The assertion
is almost overconfident, tending to cause
skepticism in the reader; but then, in re-
gards to the famous photo (entided V2
Day, Times Square, 1945), the past seventy
years have been rife with incredulity. And
if it wasnt for the authory’ own skepticism,
this book would never have been wrirten.

The authors bring the main players
together in the moment the sailor, the
denzal assistant {who looked like a nurse},
the photographer, the end of the war, and
Times Square. Each had a story to tell, but
whea caprured in z singular moment of
time, they became symbolic of revelry, of
passion, of relief. It was only in 1980 thar
the heartache began, when Life magazine,
the owner of the Eisenstadt photograph,

put out a request asking the sailor to come
forward. According to the photographer,
about cighey World War IT veterans staked
their claim to be the man in the picture.

Orver the years, forensic experts have
studied the photographic evidence, fo-
cusing on nose sizes, scars, tactoos, birth-
marks, discolorations in skin and hair, sub-
cutaneous lumps and more. Stories told by
the different sailors have been scrutinized
10 the smallest derails. One by one, as the
years went by, claimants and other players
in the debate continue to pass on—Eisen-
stadt, Edith Shain, whoe clzimed to be the
female co-star, for instance—making posi-
tive identification ever more elusive.

Still, Verria and Galdorisi compiled
all the evidence and presented it with sure-
ness. They believe they have the names of
the Yo/ Day, Times Square, 1945 subjects.
In the end, they implore Life magazine,
still around in digital formar in 2014,
to correct past injustices and definitively
name them.

Joun GarLozzo
Weymouth, Massachusetts

JOIN TODAY!

By Jomaids Tie WNAasvaL HISToRICAL FosmipaTion,
WOWS BECOMAL A STARKEHOLDER OF OMAR MAW’S
EXCITING HISTORNY AND INIPIRING HERITAGE,

»;

The antiquity and charm of the original
Mariners House has been updated to
include ali the modern amenities,
featuring completely renovated private
roams, private baths, elegant common
rooms and ali the in-room necessities

of modern life, per night
inchuding breakfast.
Lunch and dnner
also offered daily
(Mot incuded.)
Guesrs must bo
active séafarers
with proof

of service.
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MANAL HERITAGE ORCANIZATION, MAEMABERS RECENVE BISCOURITS
OM PHOTOCRAPHIC/ART RETEARCH AMD REPRODACTION TERNICES,
CRVITE BOOK. COPIES AMID OTHER SERNACES!

Marivers House

185 Years of Hospitality and Guidance
to Professional Mariners

1 Morth Square, Boston, MA 02113
Wolte (617 227-3979 ¥ax (617) 227-4005
inn@marinershouse.org www.marinersheuse.org

To Make a Reservation, call 1-877-SEA-9494
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FOR MAORE BNFORRAATION CALL
1-202-678-4333
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